
Minnesota State Senate 
2004 State Fair Poll 

        Respondents should be of voting age. 
      Please mark one answer per question.  

    FIRST MACHINE USED- 1058 Respondents 
  

Demographics 
 
Male      49.81% (527) 
Female      48.96% (518) 
No answer      1.23% (13) 
 
Minneapolis/St. Paul     36.29% (384)      
Rural     15.12% (160)     
Suburban     39.89% (422)  
Regional hub (Rochester, Duluth, etc.)    5.48% (58) 
Another state    .66% (7)   
No answer      2.55% (27)  
 
18-35  16.82% (178) 
36-54  41.59% (440)   
55-64  25.24% (267)  
65 and older  13.71% (145) 
No answer  2.65% (28) 
 
Party Affiliation: 
DFL Party   38.66% (409)                      
Republican Party   21.55% (228) 
Independence Party   1.51% (16) 
Green Party   1.04% (11) 
Independent or other  12.57% (133) 
No comment  14.08% (149) 
No answer  10.59% (112)  
  

 
What is your main source for receiving information about the Legislature? 
 
Contacting the House and Senate Information Offices.  1.42% (15) 

      The House newsletter Session Weekly.    4.44% (47) 
      Legislative web site (www.leg.state.mn.us).   3.88% (41) 
      Newspapers.       30.62% (324) 
      Radio.        13.33% (141) 
      Television (local news).      13.99% (148) 
      Televised committee and floor action coverage.   1.80% (19) 
      Conversation with friends.     2.08% (22) 
      I do not receive information about the Legislature.  1.89% (20)  
      No answer        26.56% (281)  

 



1. Would you support the members of the state Senate serving 6-year terms with 1/3 
of the members being up for re-election every 2 years? 

 
Yes.      52.46 % (555) 
No.       29.96% (317) 
Undecided/No opinion.    14.46% (153) 
No answer      3.12% (33) 

 
2. Should violent sex offenders be sentenced to life without parole for their first                
offense regardless of the additional cost? 

 
Yes.       31.76% (336) 

       No, however I would favor life without parole for any repeat offense. 48.96% (518) 
       No.        11.81% (125) 
       Undecided/No opinion.     5.29% (56) 
       No answer       2.17% (23)  

 
 3. Do you support state funding for voluntary, all-day, every-day kindergarten? 
 

Yes.       62.57% (662)  
No.       28.45% (301) 
Undecided/No opinion.     7.28% (77) 
No answer      1.70% (18) 

 
4.  Should the state try to prevent contracts it enters into from being outsourced to other 
countries, even if the products or services would cost more if purchased or performed in 
the United States? 

 
Yes.      67.67% (716) 
No.       20.89% (221) 
Undecided/ No opinion.    9.83% (104) 
No answer      1.61% (17)  

 
5. Currently, Minnesota law requires that a personal flotation device (PFD), 
such as a lifejacket, be on board and readily accessible for each person in a 
boat.   PFDs are required to be worn by all persons riding on personal 
watercraft and by children under age 13 while in a boat that is underway on 
waterways managed by the U.S. Coast Guard.  Otherwise, state law does not 
require that a PFD be worn in a boat.  Should the Minnesota Legislature 
require that PFDs be worn by persons in a boat? 
 
Yes, by all people any time they are in a boat on the water. 25.99% (275)  
Yes, by all people only while the boat is underway.  10.02% (106)  
Yes, by children under the age of 13 any time they are in a boat on the water.   17.11% (181) 
Yes, by children under the age of 13 only while the boat is underway.     4.54% (48)  
No, leave the law as it stands.     36.86 % (390)  
Undecided/No opinion.       3.31 % ( 35) 



No answer       2.17% ( 23)  
 
6. Current Minnesota law defines marriage as a civil contract only between a man and a 
woman. Should this definition of marriage be added to the Minnesota Constitution? 
 

Yes.       36.11% (382)  
No.       57.75% (611)  
Undecided/No opinion.     3.97% (42) 
No answer      2.17% (23)  

 
7. Would you support a statewide smoking ban in all bars and restaurants? 
 
     I would support a smoking ban in both bars and restaurants.      48.96% (518) 
     I would support a smoking ban in restaurants only.       17.30% (183) 
     I oppose any further restrictions on smoking.        16.26% (172) 
     This issue should be dealt with on the local rather than the state level.  13.04% (138) 
     Undecided/No opinion.           1.61% (17) 
     No answer             2.84% (30) 
 
8. Pick one statement that most closely matches your opinion about raising the gasoline 
tax. 
 
I would support an increase in the gasoline tax of 5 to 8 cents per gallon for highway 
purposes.         16.45% (174) 
 
I would support an increase in the gasoline tax of 1 to 4 cents per gallon for highway 
purposes.        15.97% (169) 
 
I would support an increase in the gasoline tax if the revenues are also made available for 
transit purposes.       24.67% (261) 
 
The gasoline tax should be indexed and go up or down based on the state’s economic 
situation.         7.75% (82) 
 
I do not support a gasoline tax increase of any amount.  27.22% (288) 
 
Undecided/No opinion.       4.73% (50) 
 
No answer        3.21% (34) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



9. If there is a budget shortfall in 2005, the Legislature should resolve it by: 
 

Increasing taxes.     15.97% (169) 
Increasing user fees.    4.73% (50) 
Both A and B.     15.22% (161) 
Reducing state spending.   31.66% (335) 
All of the above.     24.29% (257) 
Undecided/No opinion.   3.88% (41) 

 No answer     4.25% (45) 
 
10. If the Legislature decides to increase tax revenues to resolve any budget shortfall, 
several options are available.  Which method would you choose first? 
 
Extend the sales tax to clothing.   5.00% (53)  
Extend the sales tax to services (such as haircuts, attorneys’ fees, etc.).    3.50% (37) 
Extend the sales tax to both clothing and services. 3.78% (40) 
Increase personal income taxes.   9.26% (98) 
Restructure corporate income taxes.   31.76% (336) 
All of the above.     11.06% (117) 
I oppose any tax increases.    25.43% (269) 
Undecided/No opinion.    3.59% (38) 
No answer      6.62% (70) 
 
11. If the Legislature decides to cut funding to resolve any budget shortfall in 2005, 
which area should be cut first? 
  E-12 education.    4.54% (48) 
  Higher education.    4.44% (47) 
  Transportation.    4.35% (46) 
  Health and social service programs.  10.78% (114) 
  Corrections.     4.35% (46) 
  Public Safety.     .95% (10) 
  Aids to local government.    10.30% (109) 

 I oppose any further cuts in state spending. 49.43% (523) 
  Undecided/No opinion.   6.43% (68) 
  No answer     4.44% (47) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



12. Minnesota currently allows local government broad authority for the siting of 
livestock facilities.  Many local governments have adopted zoning ordinances relating to 
livestock facilities, including setbacks from residences and restrictions on the size of the 
livestock facility allowed.  The Minnesota Legislature should: 
 
Establish statewide zoning for livestock facilities that preempt local zoning for livestock 
facilities.        8.79% (93) 
 
Establish statewide standards for local zoning of livestock facilities to ensure that local 
zoning ordinances are more consistent throughout the state.  26.18% (277) 
  
Leave the law as is, allowing local governments to make livestock facility zoning 
decisions based solely on local concerns.    37.43% (396) 
 
Undecided/No opinion.      24.76% (262) 
 
No answer        2.84% (30) 


